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Throughout the second floor, exhibition cases line the hallways 
outside our departments and feature a rotating display of 
collection highlights, including historic books and maps, as 
well as unique items from our nationally renowned Automobile 
Reference Collection. 

Don’t Miss!

Be sure to visit the Central Children’s Department on the 
Ground Floor of the library—just follow the footprints! Check out 
our collection of vintage Children’s Book Week posters lining the 
hallway and original N.C. Wyeth paintings that illustrate famous 
children’s books hanging throughout the department.

For a glimpse into our extraordinary special collections, take the 
daily 11:00 a.m. tour of the Rare Book Department on the Third 
Floor or visit special exhibitions in the new William B. Dietrich 
Gallery during operating hours. The collection includes items 
ranging from ancient cuneiform tablets to illustrations by Beatrix 
Potter to Charles Dickens’s pet raven, Grip!

Public restrooms are located on the Ground Floor.

For great literary gifts and souvenirs, check out our Free Library 
Shop in Room 111 or online at freelibraryshop.org!

                        Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/freelibrary and
                        on Twitter @freelibrary!   

                         

                        

Parkway Central 
Library 

Welcomes You
 

Parkway Central Library
1901 Vine Street | Philadelphia, PA 19103  

215-686-5322 | freelibrary.org

Hours:  
Monday through Thursday:  9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Friday:  9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday:  9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:  1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

discovery 

Support the Free Library at freelibrary.org/support.
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Welcome to the Parkway Central Library!

Designed by Julian Abele, under the mentorship of prominent 
Philadelphia architect Horace Trumbauer, the Parkway Central 
Library first opened its grand Beaux-Arts doors in 1927. Now an 
anchor of Philadelphia’s dramatic Benjamin Franklin Parkway, 
Parkway Central welcomes nearly 1 million visitors each year 
from Greater Philadelphia and around the world who enjoy its 
rich programs, special collections, key resources, and free 
Wi-Fi throughout the library. We offer docent-led tours of the 
building on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. 
and on Saturdays and Sundays at 2:00 p.m. You can also use 
this guide for a self-tour of the following key highlights of our 
wonderful library:

First Floor
Philbrick Hall is our beautifully restored lending library. 
Designed by Moshe Safdie Associates, the renovated space 
features refurbished, original terrazzo floors and an intricate 
plaster ceiling alongside energy-efficient lighting and the latest 
technology—an apt melding of the historic and the modern.

Similarly restored, the Music Department features wireless, 
touch-screen computers and scanners that can transform 
sheet music into digital music. And our own Edwin A. Fleisher 
Collection of Orchestral Music—the world’s largest lending 
library of orchestral material—offers more than 21,000 titles.

Relax and grab a cup of coffee and a pastry at the HOME Page 
Café, a joint enterprise of Project H.O.M.E., a social service 
organization for homeless individuals, and the Free Library.

Second Floor
As you ascend the grand staircase to the second floor, be sure 
to notice the skylight above you, which was covered up during 
World War II and restored to its original splendor in 2008. On the 
staircase landing is a statue of George S. Pepper, who founded 
the Free Library of Philadelphia in 1893, in response to Benjamin 
Franklin’s concept of a subscription-based library.

Our Print and Picture Collection features the Works Progress 
Administration prints collection dating from 1935, drawings by 
acclaimed American artists, historic images of Philadelphia, and 
much more. You can check out highlights from the Print and 
Picture Collection online at freelibrary.org.

Visit our Rare Book Department on 
the Third Floor!

Visit the Central Children’s 
Department on the 
Ground Floor!

Future site of new 
public space
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